
August, 2014 

Dear Friends in the Diocese of Kalamazoo, 

Last year when Bishop Paul Bradley, Msgr. Mike Hazard and 

Fr. John Peter Ambrose visited the Diocese of Lodwar,  they 

had the opportunity to participate in a peace meeting between 

the Turkana and Pokot communities that have been fighting 

and stealing from each other for many years.  There was a 

march for peace that culminated with the celebration of Holy 

Mass.  I am happy to report that the hostilities between the two 

tribes have significantly reduced. Since then there have been 

more reconciliation meetings spearheaded by the Church and 

slowly we are reaping the fruits of peace. 

We have started a department in our Diocese called "PACEM 

IN TERRIS" Cross Border Evangelization,  that aims to end 

the conflicts around the borders of the four countries; namely 

Uganda,  South Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya that surround the 

Diocese of Lodwar through evangelization. We feel called to take seriously the words of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ: "BLESSED ARE THE PEACE MAKERS THEY SHALL BE CALLED 

CHILDREN OF GOD". 

We all know that any form of violence is a threat to life.  The tribal conflicts that have been 

going on in and around our diocese have resulted in many lives being lost, property destroyed 

and many people displaced from their homes.  We have a huge refugee camp called Kakuma 

with almost 200, 000 refugees mainly from Somalia and South Sudan. It is so sad to see all these 

people with broken dreams, children out of school and many young men and women killed by 

boredom because they are idle, with nothing to do. On our part we feel we have to do something 

to help them and at the same time strive to deal with the root causes of the problems they are 

facing. 

It is a shame that we Christians seem to be doing very little to do the work of peace building.  

Now the world is experiencing serious threats to peace and life, that if nothing is done we may 

all be engulfed in another world war. What are doing for the people in the Middle East, Ukraine 

and countries like Nigeria that is being overwhelmed by Islamic extremism? 

As Christians we have the mandate to protect life.  With God's help we ought to be instruments 

of peace. Let us be counted among those doing something to bring peace in every corner of the 

world, beginning from protecting life where we are.   In that way we will leave this world a 

better place for we are the light and the salt of the world.  

 

Bishop Dominic Kimengich 
Diocese of Lodwar, Kenya 


